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Introduction by guest editor Fiona Evans 
 
New Year Greetings!  The last time I was guest editor we were hailing the 

Autumn Harvest and now we are waving good-bye to snow, ice and arctic 

winds! ..... or are we..??  See p 14 It certainly gave us quite a bit to talk about in 

the village and in the main the slippery roads in the village brought out a rather 

nice, friendly and warm óvillagyô side in us all.  We all had to slow down, drink 

warm drinks and stay indoors.  Now, how could we complain about that? Ken 

Jones has sent in the most amazing set of photographs. (below and p13).  Thank 

you Ken. 

This edition welcomes a green-conscious (p 9 and 12) and crime-aware 

Houghton (insert).  Lucy Gosse has put in a request for much-needed extra help 

at this yearôs Houghton Fun Run (page 9).  Details about the event can be viewed 

at www.houghton-trail-event.org.uk.  We had a wonderful turnout of volunteers 

last year who enjoyed themselves a great deal and hope to get a few more to help 

in the finish area as well as on the course.  

 

Despite a very bad fall in December, there is more from Bessie, this time about 

the shops in Stockbridge in days of yore.  Readers are invited to contact the editor 

and fill in the gaps if you can remember that far back!  Thankfully Bessie made a 

speedy recovery after her fall. Thank you to Jeanne Featherstone for contributions 

on pages 3, 7 and 14. 

 

Details of a vacancy for a Councillor  to replace Llyn Adams are on page 8. 

mailto:charlesandingrid@btinternet.com
http://www.houghton-bossington.org.uk/


Letter from Reverend Corne 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

Lent is fast approaching in which we seek to provide something to help 

people to think and pray during this holy time for Christians. Space for 

prayer in Lent is both precious and imperative as we link into Christians 

worldwide who are preparing for the great celebration of Christôs Passion 

and Resurrection. I find that it can be long after the event that I can reflect and see the blessings which 

have come from that time of prayer and preparation. . 

 

This year we are going to hold a Meditation on each Wednesday evening in Lent and this meditation 

will be at a different church in the Benefice but always on Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm. The idea is 

that we encompass the whole Benefice by using each church which both reminds us of our unity and 

also our need for each other as we drink from the well of life in Christ. Please come around with us 

each Wednesday evening or drop in for one Meditation. Our central theme will be Christ in the Icon, 

and each week we will use a different Icon for our reflections looking at what the Iconographer is 

trying to convey through both the painted form and the Holy Spirit. 

 

Icons are silent, there is perfect silence in the icon and this stillness and silence creates, both in the 

church and in the home an atmosphere of prayer and contemplation. The silence of an icon is a silence 

that speaks; it is the silence of Christ on the Cross, the silence of the Virgin, the silence of the 

Transfiguration, the silence of the Resurrection. 

 

Lent begins formally on Ash Wednesday which this year falls on February 17th and there will be an 

Ash Wednesday Service at 7.30pm in St Maryôs Church Broughton. In the Ash Wednesday Service 

we will celebrate the Eucharist and have the Imposition of Ash on the forehead, a powerful moment 

when we are reminded of our mortality and our need to turn to Christ for forgiveness and new life. 

 

Please join us in these prayerful meditations. 

 

Ron Corne 

 

Rector. 

Remember  
Stockbridge Country Market  

at 10.00 every Thursday   

 

All Saints Church 

Cleaning rota for February 

 6th   Mrs M James Mrs C Hough 

 13th Mrs A Allport Mrs N Furniss 

 20th  Mrs P Williams Mrs C Bowen 

 27th Mrs J Gregory Mrs L Gosse 

PARISH REGISTER 
 

Death  Reg Allam  December 7th 
 

Regôs father was Head Gamekeeper on the Bossington Estate, so most of Regôs early years were spent 

in Houghton where he attended the Village School. Then followed a period in the R.A.F .. But he will 

best be remembered in connection with Houghton Garage and when this was pulled down his main 

concern was that the resulting houses should blend in the cottages on the corner as far as possible.  

Church News 



 3 

 

HOUGHTON W.I.  

The December meeting brought a seasonal touch to the last meeting for 2009, when Tricia Moody 

entertained us with a variety of songs and anecdotes, accompanied by her guitar. With members 

enjoying a glass of wine, Sandra Harper, the new President was able to wish everyone a Happy 

Christmas.  

 

If you thought lightening only ever strikes once, think again. In January 09 John Pitman was booked to 

give his talk on The Life of a Pantomime Dame, but this had to be cancelled when the Hall heating 

failed. So, he was booked again for this January. And yes, you've guessed it, the Hall heating failed yet 

again! But determined not to be beaten and with a variety of electric heaters, the meeting went ahead. 

John has been involved with the Otterbourne Drama group for over 30 years, and always playing the 

Dame at Christmas. His talk was full of anecdotes and traditional rules and was very enjoyable.  

 

There are five Resolutions to be presented at the National A.G.M. They are:- 

1. Mandatory Labelling of Food labels with true Country of Origin.  

2. Save our Pub.  

3. Reduction of the Impact of Flooding.  

4. Dignity and Respect of Women (particularly the vulnerable elderly) in Accordance with their 

Rights.  

5. Access to the Disability Living Allowance Component 

for Children under 3.  

 

After discussion all members agreed with these.  

 

The proposed meal to replace the February party will be on 

Friday the 26th at Keats.   

 

Two dates for April. On the 12th we plan to do 

refreshments for the Veteran Car Rally in Stockbridge. 

And a reminder of our Jumble Bonanza on the 11th.  

 

NEXT MEETING  15th February 

 

Dana Warnock on óWhat the bride Woreô 

Jeanne Featherstone. 

W.I. CONTACT DETAILS  
 

President:  Mrs S Harper   01794 388509 
Secretary:  Mrs J Anderton  01264 810928 

 

THE PENSIONERS'  

CHRISTMAS BASH  

 

We went to the pensioners' party,  

Molly, the missus, and me,  

They give us mince pies and pasties,  

And also a nice cup of tea.  

 

Our church does it at Christmas,  

A party for the OAPs,  

We sit at a long wooden table,  

And Molly helps out with the teas.  

 

School children come in and sing carols,  

Their grannies clap them with glee,  

Then when the singing is over,  

We all have a nice cup of tea.  

 

Then they draw out the raffle,  

The tickets are given out free.  

We clap whoever gets prizes,  

And carry on drinking our tea.  

 

The priest gives us a blessing,  

And switches the lights on the tree.  

We sing 'He's a Jolly good fellow'.  

Then the nuns come round with more 

tea.  

 

Then thereôs a rush for the doorway, 

Now that weôve all quenched our thirst. 

What with all that tea drinking, 

Each generation has its own false memories of the 

ógood old daysô. 

 

In old age you canôt call peoples names because you 

canôt remember them. 

 

It is said that time is a great healeré. 

Is that why you have to wait so long for a hospital 

appointment?  

 

Getting old is when she accuses him of going deaf 

and she insists he is incoherent.  

 

A job advert seen in the 'Hinckley Gazette: 

óApplicants must be over 128 as some bar work is 

involved'.  
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Broughton & Mottisfont VILLAGE BUS  

SERVICE/FARES AS FROM APRIL 2008  

DAY DESTINATION LEAVE SQUARE  
LEAVE  

DESTINATION 
PRICE 

TUESDAY SALISBURY  9.30 am 12.30 pm  £3.70  (under 16 ï (£1.85) 

WEDNESDAY 
1st in month  

SOUTHAMPTON 9.20 am 2.30 pm  £4.70  (under 16 - £2.35) 

2nd in month  WINCHESTER 1.00 pm  3.45 pm  £4.45  (under 16 - £2.20) 

THURSDAY ROMSEY 9.30 am 12.00 pm  £3.35  (under 16 - £1.70) 

FRIDAY 
  
  
  

ROMSEY 1.00 pm  3.30 pm  
£3.35  (under 16 - £1.70) 
Under 5ôs free 
(subject to alteration)  

BROUGHTON BRIGHT HOUR: Thursdays at 2.30 pm in the New Room at St. Maryôs Church, 
Broughton. 

February: 

4th. Members Meeting. 

11th. David Stone. 

18th. Philip Mutton. 

25th. Michele Price. (Winchester Churches Nightshelter) 

Winchester Churches Nightshelter fills a vital and unique place within the network of 

Winchesterôs homelessness services. It offers an essential life line where basic needs of 

shelter, food and hygiene can be met. WCNS is the only service to offer direct access 

accommodation, with outreach support and are often the first port of call for the homeless. 

As I write this, in the warmth and comfort of my home, with freezing weather conditions 

outside, it emphasises the important work of Nightshelter, the relief and comfort it brings to 

many unfortunate people, who often through no fault of their own, are living on the streets. 

Every one welcome, do come and join us. 

Barbara Perry, Booking Secretary  01794 301466        

   

SALT BIN AT LODGE HILL:  

 

It has come to the notice of the Parish Council, that the public have been using the 

salt from the bin at Lodge Hill for their own personal use. 

Hampshire County Council have sent notification that they will remove the bin if 

this carries on. 

 

During the recent snowy and icy conditions the bin was found to be empty when 

the salt was most needed on the hill.  There were a couple of very nasty situations 

where cars, lorries and tractors struggled to get up the hill.  This could have been 

avoided if there had been salt in the bin. 

 

PLEASE DO NOT HELP YOURSELF TO THE SALT.  

THE BIN HAS BEEN PROVIDED FOR SAFETY  REASONS.  DO NOT 

LET YOURSELF BE THE CAUSE OF ANACCIDENT . 
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 Houghton Parish Council 

Chairman Alan Young 388612 

Councillors: Geoff Butler 388265 

 Peter Kennision 301521 

 Ingrid Burt 388070 

 Claudia Bradby 388305 

 Philip Page 388512 

Clerk: Lynda Boulton 301212 

District Councillors: Daniel Busk 388389 

 Peter Boulton 301212 

 

County Councillor: Andrew Gibson 

Dates of Houghton Parish Council Meetings 

 

Monday 1st March at 7.30 pm 

Monday 26th april at 7.30 pmðAnnual Parish Meeting 
 
All meetings start at 7.30pm and are held in the Village Hall. 

These are public meetings to which all are welcome. 

 

Please come along and hear what the Parish Council is doing for you 

and have your say. 

 

Copies of the Minutes (full) are available from the Village Website: 

www.houghton-bossington.org.uk 

Notes of Houghton Parish Council meeting held on 4 January 2010  

Apologies 

Received from Cllr Butler 

Police Report:  PC Simon Beecroft, Beat Manager, asked the Council to consider three priorities for future policing 

in Houghton.  As it was not possible to guarantee the continuation of the Mobile Police Office, it was suggested that 

a beat ñsurgeryò be held (duties allowing) before each Parish Council meeting.  Therefore, first one to be from 7 ï 

7.30pm on Monday 1 March. PC Beecroft would also attend the Annual Parish Meeting on 22 April 2010. 

Report from HCC Cllr Andrew Gibson;  Grant: It was agreed the Council should apply to Cllr Gibson for £750 

for the allotment project from his Councillors Devolved Grant Budget 2009/10. 

Drainage: Cllr Gibson would include the repair and cleaning of drains and ditches from Tiebridge through to the 

Village Hall in his programme which was regularly reviewed with Council officers. He understood all drainage work 

in the village would be completed by April 2010.   

Lengthsman project. Mr Ivan Gibson (Longstock) may undertake the work on this project.  Each parish the group 

covered would be allocated a certain number of days for him to undertake parish work such as verge, hedge 

trimming and footpath maintenance. The Council would be informed shortly how many days work they would 

receive.  

Potholes: Amey would be instructed to fill potholes as reported to the Council.   

Bridge Railings: The railings on Blacklake and Park Stream bridges need repair.  Cllr Gibson would report this.  The 

Chairman commented that he had reported the need for repair of bridge parapets on Horsebridge Road to Phil 

Yexley at HCC but that these had not been repaired yet.  

Salt bin:  Cllr Gibson undertook to find out about re-filling the salt bin @ Lodge Hill. 

Co-option of New Councillor;  The Clerk had received notification from TVBC that there had been no call for an 

election following the resignation of Cllr Adams.  Therefore the Council was required to co-opt another Councillor 

as soon as possible.  It was agreed that written applications would be sought by 20 February (to be sent to the  

Clerk). The new Councillor would be selected at the March meeting.  An advert would be placed in Houghton News, 

and the Clerk would put up some posters.  

Matters Arising   
Provision of allotments ï Mrs Gosse reported that grants were being sought to assist with the set-up costs. It was not 

necessary to have an abstraction licence to drill for water ï Cllr Butler would contact a local water diviner.   The 

dropped kerb was not now required as Mr Jenkins had agreed to give permission to cross his drive to create a 

diagonal access to the land. He would undertake the necessary legal paperwork at a minimal charge.  Cllr Busk has 

been given a copy of a model lease for his land agent to draw up a lease for the land.  The Clerk would investigate 

adding the allotments to the Councilôs insurance. A group would be set up to manage the allotments and Cllr Page 

agreed to represent the Parish Council.  Land preparation ï it had been agreed not to ñround-upò the land, but to 

tractor mow each quadrant, then divide the land with paths between plots to be mown.  Cllr Busk to be asked by Cllr 

Boulton to do the mowing and renovating out the remaining stumps. 

BT had replied to the Councils letter re adoption of the phone box.  BT had in place a scheme whereby a Council 

could maintain a line in a box for a contribution of £300 pa.  It was agreed not to adopt the kiosk, or consider the 

grant scheme for the moment. 

£300 had been allocated to repair the cowls and do the planting scheme on the Village Hall septic tank.  The 

Chairman confirmed that the septic tank top was secure but that the cowls needed replacing.   Mrs Gosse said this 

would be done in February.  

Beech hedge opposite Chapel Close ï the Chairman had spoken to the landowners who agreed to cut back the beech 

hedge once the planted trees are established.   It will remain an open view of the river.  

Finance:  The Council agreed to adopt the previously considered budget for 20010/11, and to set the precept for 

2010/11 at £7,200 i.e. no change. 

 

http://www.houghton-bossington.org.uk/


6  

 

Planning: 

The Council considered the following applications: 

09/02189/FULLS Testwood House ï significant amendments to design ï no comment 

09/02532/FULLS St Athens, Chapel Close ï rear extension ï no objection 

(The Chairman Cllr Young expressed an interest in this application and took no part in the decision making 

process) 

Playground:  The Council confirmed that the remaining equipment was to be ordered as per the revised quotation 

of £9350 ex VAT. 

Hall:  Mr Stanfield reported that quotes had been received for the new curtains.  

Some valuable fund rising had been undertaken: 

A coffee morning had raised £595; a shoot £656 and Helen Thompson had raised £144 with the Halloween party.  

Ã500 had been received from Cllr Gibsonôs funds, and there was probably enough for the curtains.  He was 

reminded that the Council was holding funds to help pay for a series of small repairs to the fabric of the Hall.  

Parish Plan:  Cllr Bradby reported that there is a feeling that the Parish Council is not responding to the decisions 

made by the Parish Plan. Does the Parish Council still wish to support the sentiments expressed in the Parish Plan? 

Land has been offered behind the Hall to implement various projects but the PC has not promoted or encourages 

the ideas.  Mr Livermore would be happy to implement the vision expressed in the plan, with the support of the 

Council. The Chairman suggested that Mr Livermore call a Parish Plan Revival Meeting, as more momentum was 

required, but he pointed out that several of the recommendations of the plan were happening.  The Village Design 

Statement is in progress, and the allotment project is underway. He had some concerns about the land being offered 

behind the Hall and had seen no firm offer. There was opinion from the floor that using the field behind the Hall 

would be a good idea.  Cllr Bradby to discuss further with Mr Livermore.  

Village Design Statement:  Cllr Page reported that a questionnaire was being compiled for distribution.  

Parish Matters ï Councillors 

Cllr Burt expressed concern about the overgrown laurel hedge growing opposite Faithfulls Drove (around Meadow 

View).  There had been near accidents to pedestrians on this difficult bend, and it was considered that if the hedge 

was severely cut back there could be a walkable verge.  Tom Graham has agreed to cut the hedge back if agreement 

could be given by Miss Beale the landowner.  All Councillors agreed that this needs to be done and it was 

suggested that Cllr Butler approach Miss Beale for her permission.  

Cllr Page asked that the Council record their thanks to Roy Barker who threw grit on Lodge Hill every day during 

the icy weather before Christmas.  

Cllr Burt reported that she understood that all the ducting for the new broad band connection had been laid ï now 

waiting for BT to put the wires through,  She understood that the work was expected to be complete by the end of 

March.  

Parishioners:  Mrs Featherstone stated that the allotment field used to be used for grass cuttings: these are now 

being dropped on Field Path.  Also, Field Path fence is broken down ï and the privet hedge at the back of Plum 

Tree needs cutting back.  Chairman to investigate.  

 
Mobile Police Office:  
 
The mobile office will now be at the Village Hall 
between 7 and 7.30pm on Monday 1st March and at 
the same time before each    Parish Council Meeting 
for the foreseeable future.  If  you have any concerns 
that you need to share with our Beat Officer then 
please come along to the Mobile Office . 




