


Houghton Allotments
The following article by freelance gardening journalist, Julia Brigdale, is being published in
Salisbury Life:
| found myself standing in the rain under a shared umbrella, holding a welcome mug of tea and
looking out over plots of freshly turned soil with the Test river valley in the close distance. Even in
the un-clement weather the site of the Houghton village allotments is a striking one. | had been
watching the gradual and sometimes rapid development of this allotment site over the past few
months. At first | had thought the newly cleared field, a lone empty plot in between two houses,
had been marked out with pegs and lines for a housing development. | must admit, my heart had
sunk as | imagined the inevitable predisposition for tightly packed buildings with more thought
given to space for en-suite bathrooms than gardens, but | was to be more than pleasantly sur-
prised.

Eventually, as | could see that the allotments had got well and truly under way, curiosity got the
better of me and | contacted the ‘founder’ of the group which has the happy anachronism of
HAHA, Houghton Allotment Holders Association. Lucy met me on site before the heavens opened
and enthusiastically told me the story of how the association had got started, guiding me around
the ten plots while doing so, pointing out details here and there, associating each plot to its owner
and explaining the already unfolding history of the site in its new guise.

It is an inspiring story and unlike so many dreams and ideas that struggle to come to fruition, this
one, with its apparently straightforward transition, seems to have been meant to be. Lucy and her
husband Bob live in the village and it was Lucy who had been keeping her eye out for a suitable
site for village allotments. The village pub became the central meeting place for gathering like-
minded interested bodies and pooling ideas and once the land had been procured, the hands on
business began.

The first bonfire to clear the site was lit in August 2009 and this began the process of transforma-
tion from overgrown field to something more workable. The important work of fencing off the site
and making it rabbit proof was helped in no uncertain measure by another member of the asso-
ciation, Roy Barker, who happens to own the local fencing company, Barker and Geary. His gen-
erous help with the fencing and the provision of a digger to give the soil its first turn quickly got
the site ship-shape and ready for its eager new tenants. The consensus amongst the allotmen-
teers | met was that the plots were eventually pegged out on Good Friday this year, the first
seeds and seedlings were planted in by mid April and in the seven months since, the harvest has
been phenomenal.

I think what makes the story so inspiring and exciting is the sense of community that the allot-
ment site has engendered. Even a small village surprisingly struggles these days to generate a
sense of unity or common endeavour but here the coming together of individuals with a shared
goal and a shared love of the land and interest in growing food for the table, has enabled the pro-
ject to turn from idea to reality in the blink of a season or two. The hard work that was required to
clear the site was none the less a very sociable time and since then each person has continued to
bring their skills to the site for the benefit of the whole. On the day | visited | met Clare who organ-
ised the procurement of the five tool sheds from the very generous manager at Andover Home-
base and Lucy’s husband Bob who was battling against the advancing rain clouds with paint
spray in hand to blend the sheds into a uniform green against the backdrop of trees at the top of
the site. Roy Barker’s wife Sarah was also present, tending her show-stopping plot at the en-
trance. But all members were fondly mentioned, like members of a large family with its full range
of characters and looking around at the different styles of each plot, those personalities could per-
haps be clearly seen.

There is a strong sense that you cannot be work shy to own an allotment. It is a perennial job
with only a relative period of rest in the winter months. Soil must be conditioned and made ready
for sowing in the spring, winter vegetables are still there to be tended, fruit cages and compost
bins are perhaps to be constructed. And there are the communal tasks to continue such as deer-
proof fencing to construct, the re-conditioning of one of the boundary hedges and some efforts to
make more attractive the very rubble-ridden and at the moment, vacant plot at the top of the site.

It must be a testament to the enthusiasm of the allotmenteers that | met, that on my immediate
return home, | went straight out to my greenhouse and cleared it for sowing some winter salad
crop and | now have an eye on a corner of my garden where | can clearly see a couple of raised
beds full of beautiful veg.
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HAHA
Houghton Allotment Holders’ Association

We held a most enjoyable Bonfire Party on 6 November — with sparklers, no fire-
works! — and burnt the ‘guy’, formerly known as the Scarecrow! The evening was
the last mild one of the autumn and we sat around the warm fire, looking up at the
clear starry night, listening to owls and swapping stories, myths and legends — not
all totally related to vegetable growing!.

The article written (by freelance gardening journalist Julia Brigdale)about the allotments, to be
published in Salisbury Life, is included in this edition as we are not sure how widely Salisbury Life
is distributed.

At the time of going to Press, we still have no takers for the vacant allotment — so please spread
the word amongst your contacts in the village!

Although we normally meet monthly in The Boot, we’ve cancelling our November and December
meetings; instead, we're all having a HAHA Christmas meal at The Boot in early December. Our
next monthly meeting will be on the last Wednesday of January 2011.

Lucy Gosse—HAHA Secretary
01794 388617

WEATHERWISE St Vincents Day (22)nd - At St

Vincents day if sky is clear,
more wine than water will
crown the year.

A dull Christmas Day with no sun bodes ill for tHarvest.

If January is wet it bodes ill for the Harvest.

10



9 (o
NICK'S PLOT &S
==

Firstly I would like to apologise on behalf of Mrs Fiona Evans who, instead of typing Savw
Cabbages in my article last month wrote Sandy Cabbages. If anybody has ever grown
Sandy Cabbages please let me know. I expect they are rather rare, except maybe in Har-
rods where she shops! (ho ho ho - fe)

Frost in November usually finishes the last of the Roses so to tidy them for winter I cut
the flowering growths on mine half-way back. This means just the soft top growth with a few
buds and frosted flowers removed.

It is really unwise to attempt to plant Trees and Shrubs when the soil is in a wet and
sticky condition. That is not to say on soils that are light and drain quickly there is not the
same problem but it is possible to go on working whereas as on a medium or heavy soil it
would be impossible.

This is a time of year when Rabbits can be more of a menace than usual. If they strip
the Bark of a young tree it may kill it. The best course of action is to place rabbit wire
around the bottom of the tree. Chicken wire, although a lot cheaper to buy, is of little use as
they can bite through it.

Gathering Brussels Sprouts should be in full swing now. Do not remove the tops until
the sprouts have all been gathered and only pick a few of the best.

If you want really big Exhibition Onions next year, now is the time to plant them. Sow
very thinly in a seed box filled with John Innes Seed Compost and germinate in a heated

P

greenhouse at about 55°F or 13°C. 5 3
Rhubarb can be brought into the Bessie's Corner

greenhouse for forcing. The best 11 November 2010.

place for them is under the staging “So today is 11 November. Of course next year it will b
where light can be excluded with all elevens, won't it? When | was at school, waildde
sacking or other suitable material. h)

brought out of school at the eleventh hour if it 6@ a
school day and would go to the War Memorial in King
Somborne. | suppose the Rector used to giveeatkik but
we used to have to be there for the two minutdshse.

Do they still do that now? Have a service round a
Memorial? | can’t remember the name of the Reator )
Kings Somborne. | can only remember one Rector.

Light (apart from the rhubarb) is very
important in a greenhouse so the
glass should be washed particularly on
the outside, to remove any grime.

I hope and expect the next time I
write my article the first Snowdrops
and soon after that Crocuses will ap-

pear. A very nice thought indeed. Reverend Theophilus. | know th_ere have been soare
That just leaves me to wish all § Since then. Anyway, we would file sombrely ousohool
my readers and Parishioners a and he would do a little talk at the War Memoriatighen §
very Happy Christmas and Pros- we would have to stand quite still for two minutésion’t
perous New Year! know if there was a church bell or if he timedritlas

watch. | can’t remember what we did if it fell an
Saturday. | don't recall any services in Houghtbdon't

: : think they had a service in the Church but hadairtbe
The alarm clock is a mechanism Memorial. Quite a few used to turn up — peoplé than't
used to scare the daylights into yo normally go to Church, put it that way and of cewsuld
end up in the Boot! I've seen two wars and dorfiest to
see another one. | hope not.”

o

My mind not only wanders, it some

times leaves completely. After this Bessie talked about the Flanders popaimeswe
wondered when they became a tradition to sell agarw
The only thing my wife does not them. With some help from the internet we foursat #m

American lady — inspired by the famous polenfrlanders

Fields - started to wear one in memory of the war daesf

. After that, a French woman, Madam Guerin, learrfdtie®

‘Heard on radio 4 Todqy show - G. P. custom while visiting the United States. She ttek

S should be far more involved at the i cstom back to France with her and there begaand h

beginning of womens’ pregnancies.’ {f make thousands of poppies and sold them to makeynon%
for the war victims. It was roughly around 1928tth

know is why she married me.

became a wide-spread custom.
Bessie wishes all the readers a very Merry Christamal
Prosperous New Year! )
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Letter from Billy...December 2010

Hello Everyone!

Well, I am still the boss in this house, and | httét to remain that way!
Start as you mean to go on with pups that whay,| teat Mollie is so
cheeky, | didn’'t get away with half of what she soéhen | was her age,
and would you believe she is going to Auntie Ritrdan for dog club
now? and it isn’t doing her much good from whaeé going on! She
doesn’t know what a proper ‘sit’ is, she is eitbat sideways, or messing
about around Mum'’s feet... | can’t think how she getgy with it, and sh
won't give the ball up, dancing around and showaffg .| wouldn't have it

if it was anything to do with me, but | am not alled to have any say, | could teach her a lot, burtriv
says “stay away Billy, you'll bite her” well she gfit be right, my teeth do feel a bit edgy whentlrgear
her! She has this annoying habit of hiding in thelbof her crate, and then as | mooch past to &deek
out of the door, she springs out at me...| know lldieve a heart attack one day and then they'Bduey!
Mum says | havn't got to tell her anything aboutiea Christmas, | saw her looking up the chimney th
other day, | bet she was thinking of writing het for him, well, | can tell her she won’t get amyig she
asks for, and she will get a lot of things thatlaoerible, like squeaky things and doggy chocoledeso
wants doggy chocolate when the real thing is inhitigse? “Bad for you Billy” says Mum, what does she
know,? | ate a whole bar one Christmas, well uffd’ it on the side table, obviously meant for 5@
saved them the bother of putting it in my stockiagd | am still here now aren’t I?

Mollie has got a big yellow ball that squeaks, sanigsguided person brought it for her...l have to gd a
hide my eyes and ears when she is playing witlg!soon as | go into the kitchen for a bit of enkliand a
mooch round to see if anyone has dropped anydhiesyuns and gets it, she knows it annoys me a@slitlo
on purpose! Mum said “don’t be so silly Billy it wi hurt you” that’s not the point though is ithdve
avoided them all my life, and then she has to gbgat hold of one, and Daddy says he can’t heatelle-
vision when she is playing with it! But Mum makemtput up with it...that Mollie is
just a spoiled brat and one day they will realiss# yhat a nuisance she is, meanwhile,
if | can just get a little nip in whilst they aretrlooking, it will make my day!

| was going to say what | want for Christmas butnvisays we don’'t have people who
‘want’ in this house, we have people who shouldfzgeful for what they get!! Life
couldn’t be more tedious just at the moment!!

Lots of love, Billy.

THE CHURCHES OF TEST VALLEY

by
BRYAN and DIANA BEGGS

A new edition of ‘The Churches of Test Valley’ igpected to be available during this month of Decemb
in bookshops and Tourist Information Centres int Mdley.

The first edition [now sold out] raised £3000 Tdre Countess of Brecknock Hospice and Countgss
Mountbatten House. This new edition is being soltaise funds for another local charity, the Tealidy
Arts Foundation... the retail price is £15.00.

It is of the same quality as the original with o¥€0 colour photographs, but new emphasis has [been
placed, in the introductory pages, on the bookteipiial to encourage tourism with its associatekits,
to our area of Hampshire and to our churches itiqodair. A special page is devoted to the ‘Churabfes
the Test Way Footpath’.

The Bishop of Winchester, The Rt. Rev'd. Michaeb®Joynt, has again written the Foreword and
the authors have recorded their own tribute tthallsponsors who helped them with the first editioib-
utes to the second edition have been written bytierman of the Test Valley Arts Foundation, GRoy
Perry, who is also Deputy Leader of Hampshire @o@ouncil; by The Chief Executive of Test Valley
Borough Council, Roger Tetstall, and by Andrew Bzda, Hampshire Tourism Manager.

... This is a book where the joint authors’ kerteiest in the Test Valley churches and local hysto
encourages all readers to follow in their footsteps
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SAFER

bl Andover Rural Safer

r"‘ Neighbourhoods team
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New credit card scam — BEWARE!

Dear residents

A new credit card scam has been brought to our attention which we would like to warn you about so
that you can be prepared and protect yourself if this happens to you.

Telephone calls have been received from individuals who are claiming to be from the Security and
Fraud Department at well known credit card companies, like VISA and MasterCard. They then claim
that your card has been flagged for an unusual purchase pattern and that they are calling to verify
these payments.

They ask you to confirm you have purchased something which they know you haven't, for example
an anti-telemarketing device for £497.99 from a marketing company based in London. When you say
‘no’ they will then tell you that they will be issuing a credit to your account and that they will be
starting a fraud investigation.

They will read you your address and ask you to confirm it — they already have this information. They
will also reassure you that you can call the 0800 number on the back of your card should you have
any further questions. They will give you a six digit number to quote when you call.

The caller will then say that they need to verify that you are in possession of your card. They will ask
you to turn your card over and look for some numbers. There are seven numbers; the first four are
part of your card number, the next three are the security numbers that verify you are the possessor of
the card. These are the numbers you sometimes use to make internet purchases to prove you have
the card and this is what the people behind the scam are after. The caller will ask you to read the
three numbers to them.

VISA and MasterCard have confirmed that this is a scam and people who have given the caller their
three digit security number found that new purchases, for large amounts of money, had been
charged to their cards shortly after the phone call. Credit card companies already have the
information on your card, since they were the ones who issued it to you, so they will NEVER ask you
to read them information from your card.

IF YOU RECEIVE A TELEPHONE CALL LIKE THIS THEN EITHER HANG UP OR TELL THE
CALLER YOU WILL TELEPHONE YOUR CREDIT CARD COMPANY DIRECTLY TO VERIFY THE
CALL. PLEASE REPORT ALL SUSPICIOUS CALLS TO POLICE.

Yours faithfully,
PCSO Rachel Cassells

=

To report anti-social behaviour
and neighbourhood issues, call 101. In an emergency, dial 999.

Hampshire & 10W

' @& | CRIMESTOPPERS

0800 555 111
Ll smoeyretandy

=
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Across

1. Small African antelope, Thompson's
™

4. Parasitic arachnids (5)

7. Bone forming part of a cage (3)

10. Simian (3)

11. Feline (3)

12. Freshwater fish, resembling catfish (5)
13. Sign of the zodiac aka The Ram (5)
14. Domestic breed of goat raised for its
silky hair (6)

16. Deciduous horn of a member of the
deer family (6)

20. Omnivorous mammal of Central America
and South America (5)

21. Small plant-sucking insect (5)

23. Young goat (3)

24. Young bear (3)

25. Female swan (3)

26. Ophidian (5)

27. Tropical birds with short, hooked
beaks (7)

Down

1. Largest anthropoid ape (7)

2. Striped African equine (5)

. Bloodsucking worm (5)

. Talons (5)

. Woolly ruminant (5)

. Male red deer (4)

. Pertaining to or characteristic of birds (5)
15. European freshwater food fish (5)
17. Small gnawing animals (7)

18. Long-snouted freshwater fish with
lean flesh (4)

© 0o UlWw

19. Web-footed, broad-billed swimming birds (5)
20. Venemous elapid snake of Africa and Asia (5)

21. Small terrestrial viper (5)
22. Massive thick-skinned animal of Africa,

Christmas carol for our times
GENTEMAN'S CHRISTMAS

God rest ye merry gentlemen

Let nothing you dismay

You may be sure the ladles

Have sorted Christmas Day!
They've shopped and

chopped and scrubbed and wrapped,
They've bought and dressed the tree
So you'll have a joyful

Christmas Day,

Christmas Day

So you'll have a joyful

Christmas Day!

Now come, ye merry gentlemen,
And follow my advice

You'd better not upset her,

Or you will pay the price!

So get you to the nearest town
and buy her something nice
Then you'll have a joyful
Christmas Day,

Christmas Day

Then you'll have a joyful
Christmas Day!

So then, ye merry gentlemen
Who've tied those marriage knots,
Once Christmas lunch Is over
Tell her you love her lots.

Then prove It, merry gentlemen
By washing up the pots.

And you'll have a joyful
Christmas Day,

Christmas Day

And you'll have a joyful
Christmas Day!

Then, just as you are thinking
What a good chap you've been;
Perhaps you'll watch the movie-
It's one you haven't seen.
Forget It, merry gentlemen,
She'll want to watch the Queen!
But she's earned a joyful
Christmas Day,

Christmas Day

She's really earned a joyful
Christmas Day!



Houghton Village
Progressive Supper
Saturday 12th
February
Save the Date

Come and join the
merry progression
from starter to
pudding




CROSSWORD SOLUTION

SHOPPING EARLY

| bought my presents early

To avoid the Christmas crush,

By shopping in September

| could take my time, no rush.

Bespoke Exercise
Chocolates, truffles, shortbread,

Loads of other festive fare,

| blew my hard-earned savings,

But by then | didn't care.

designed for you

| gift-wrapped all the goodies,

Put a fancy bow on each,

Then stashed them in the attic,

Charlie Parker has 11 years experience as a Fitness Beyond temptation's reach.

Professional, and welcomes you to join herat 'My work Is done," | said, "

Houghton Village Hall ‘I'm free to do just what | choose,

No need to face the dreaded crowds,
The noise, the stress, the queues.'
Monday 9.30am Legs, bums and Tums

Then one night watching 'Strictly’,

| fancied something sweet,

Tuesday 6.30pm Pilates It wouldn't hurt, | told myself,

To snaffle one small treat.

Monday 10.45am Pole Dance Fitness

Tuesday 7.45pm Pole Dance Fitness

Thursday 6.30pm  Legs, bums, tums But that was just the start of it,
From then on every day

| Indulged my guilty pleasures
In the attic hide-away.

Thursday 7.45pm  Pole Dance Fithess

School term time only ) )
Chocolates, toffees, Jellied fruits,

Call 07877 014323 They all went for a burton,

or email admin@bespoke-exercise.co.uk (Come twenty-ten I'll be back

. . - On my diet, that's for certain).
For more information visit

www. bespoke-exercise.co.uk So now it's nearly Christmas
And I'm feeling quite beretft,

I've eaten all the presents
And I've got no money left.




IF YOU WISH TO ADVERTISE IN
THE CLASSIFIED SECTION
PLEASE CONTACT

INGRID BURT on 01794 388070 or
houghtonnnews@yahoo.co.uk

RENEWALS FOR ADVERTS FOR 2011WILL BE SENT OUT IN
DECEMBER. RATES TO REMAIN THE SAME.

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT SOME OF THE ADVERTS ARE NOT
COPYING WELL. THE EDITORS HAVE ADJUSTED THEM AND
WE HOPE THAT YOU WILL SEE A SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT
IN THIS MONTH'S EDITION..

HOWEVER, WE UNABLE TO PRINT ADVERTS WHERE THE TEX
IS SHOWN IN WHITE AND THE BACKGROUND IS SHADED.

ALSO SOME ADVERTS WHERE THERE ARE QUITE DARK BACK-

GROUNDS HAVE ALSO PROVED TO BE DIFFICULT. PLEASE
COULD ADVERTISERS BEAR THIS IN MIND WHEN RENEWING.
IT MIGHT BE THAT ANEW ADVERT WILL HAVE TO SUBMIT-
TED. WE ARE EXTREMELY HAPPY TO HELP WITH ANY DESIN
PROBLEMS OR ANY QUERIES. WE HAVE AN EXTREMELY
ACCOMPLISHED DESIGNER ON OUR EDITORIAL TEAM SO
PLEASE DON'T HESTITATE TO ASK.

PLEASE USE THE CONTACT DETAILS ABOVE.

T

ADVERTISING RATES

To advertise in this magazine:
Full page: £126

% page: £63
Y4 page: £32
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Broughton & Mottisfont Village Bus

Services and Fares as at May 2010

Concessionary Bus Passes can be used on this service

All services depart from and return to Broughton Sq

uare

Day Destination Departs Departs Fares
Broughton Destination (subject to alteration)
Under 5’s Free
Tuesday SALISBURY 9.30 am 12.30 pm Age 16 and over £3.80
(opposite Marks & Spencer) Age 6-15 £1.90
Wednesday SOUTHAMPTON 9.20 am 2.30 pm Age 16 and over £4.85
1°'in the month | (John Lewis) Age 6-15 £2.40
Wednesday WINCHESTER 1pm 3.45 pm Age 16 and over £4.60
2" in the month | (Bus Station) Age 6-15 £2.30
Thursday ROMSEY 9.30 am 12 noon Age 16 and over £3.45
(Bus Station, via Waitrose) Age 6-15 £1.70
Friday ROMSEY 1pm 3.30 pm Age 16 and over £3.45
(Bus Station, via Waitrose) Age 6-15 £1.70
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Mobile Library Dates and Times

RLL4 Route 9 2011
Stopping between

Leckford Stores 09.40-10.00
Longstock Hazledown Farm 10.10-1030

Stockbridge Roman Road 10.45-11.15

Stockbridge Town Hall 11.20-11.50

Stockbridge White Hart 13.00-13.30
Houghton Village Hall 13.45-14.15
Houghton Faithfulls Drove 14.20-14.30
Otterbourne Coles Mede 15.00-15.30
Shawford Pearson Lane 15.45-16.15
Fortnightly on Wednesdays

January 12 & 26 July 13 & 27
February 9 & 23 August 10& 24

March 9 & 23 September 7 & 21

April 6 & 20 October 5&19

May 4&18 November 2,16 & 30

June 1, 15& 29 December 14 & 28

For further information about this service contact:
Chandler’s Ford Library

Oakmount Road

Chandler’s Ford

Hamshire

SO53 2 LH

0845 603 5631

No library van - December'2010 due to MOT.
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Benefice Church Services - January 2011

Time 2 January 9 January 16 January 23 January 30 January
Christmas 2 Epiphany 1 Epiphany 2 Epiphany 3 Epiphany 4
8.00 Broughton Broughton - - -
Holy Holy
Communion Communion
(CW) (BCP)
Bossington Broughton Mottisfont Broughton Broughton
9.30
Holy Family Service Holy Holy Holy
Communion Communion Communion Communion
(BCP) (BCP) (CW) (CW)
For Benefice
Houghton Broughton Broughton -
Holy Commun- Sunday Club Sunday Club
ion (CW)
11.00 | Mottisfont Mottisfont Broughton Mottisfont
Mattins Family Service Holy Family
Communion Communion
and
Coffee Club
6.00 Houghton - Houghton Houghton
Evensong Evensong Holy
Communion
(BCP)
Plus: Every Wednesday at Broughton - 9.30 — Holy = Communion (BCP)
BCP - Book of Common Prayer CW - Common Worship
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Benefice Church Services - December 2010

Date

Broughton

Houghton

Mottisfont

Bossington

Wednesday 1

9.30 am
Holy Communion
(BCP)

Sunday 5

Advent 2

8.00 am
Holy Communion
(Cw)

6.00
Evensong

11.00 am
Mattins

9.30 am
Holy Communion
(BCP)

Wednesday 8

9.30 am
Holy Communion
(BCP)

2.30
School Carol Ser-
vice

Sunday12

Advent 3

8.00 am
Holy Communion
(BCP)

9.30 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy Communion
(Cw)

11.00 am
Family Service

Wednesday 15

9.30 am
Holy Communion
(BCP)

Friday 17 6.30 pm
Carol Service
Sunday 19 6.30 pm 3.00 pm
Carol Service Carol Service
Advent 4
Wednesday 22 9.30 am
Holy Communion
(BCP)
Thursday 23 7.00 pm
Candlelit Carol Ser-
vice
Friday 24 5.00 pm
Christmas Eve Crib Service
11.30 pm

Midnight Eucharist

Saturday 25
Christmas Day

10.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy Communion
(CW)

11.00 am
Holy Communion
(Cw)

9.30 am
Holy Communion
(BCP)

Sunday 26

Christmas 1

9.30 am
Holy Communion
(CW)
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BCP = Book of Common Prayer

Seen outside a north London Church-:

CW = Common Worship

Carpenter of Nazareth seeks Joiners. Apply withimday 11am.

Christmas Special-Free Trip to Heaven. Come infanabout more.




